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massive government intervention 
to prop up a mismanaged finan-
cial sector.  Nevermind that these 
problems are largely the creation 
of misguided government policies.  
Voters examined this grim picture 
and rejected the status quo - pun-
ishing the party in power.  That 
party was us:  Republicans.  
	 We know what Ameri-
cans voted against ... but what 
were they asking for?  A strong 
economy ... job creation ... stable 
investments ... lower taxes ... 
sound money... balanced budgets 
... limited government.  In other 
words, Americans were asking for 
conservative policies.  
	 The most urgent task today 
is to take bold action to revive 
our sinking economy and relieve 
the suffering of Americans who 
have lost jobs and homes in this 
recession.  But the liberal major-
ity that controls Congress gave us 
a $787 billion monstrosity.  This 
budget buster did not have a single 
Republican vote in the House.  
Know why?  $600 million to buy 
“green” cars for bureaucrats ... 

	 After opening remarks, 
Congressman Paul Ryan delivered 
the following speech at the Con-
servative Political Action Confer-
ence on February 26, 2009:
	 "...We meet at a time when 
many people are debating the 
Republican Party’s future - and 
openly questioning the role 
conservatives should - or, more 
to the point, should not - play 
in its revival.  Vigorous debate 
is healthy and necessary for our 
Party and our movement - and I 
certainly plan to participate.  We 
can’t chart a winning strategy for 
the future unless we admit that 
our last strategy led to defeat. But 
let me be clear:  The Republican 
Party’s path out of the wilderness 
leads through CPAC.  It will be led 
by the conservative movement - or 
it won’t be led at all. 
	 I don’t believe millions of 
Americans simply embraced 
liberalism over the last four 
years.  Voters saw an economy in 
decline ... foreclosures rising ... 
retirement savings falling ... grow-
ing unemployment ... huge deficits 
... earmarked giveaways ... and 

Europe was created by 
history.  America was 
created by philosophy. 
- Margaret Thatcher

Hold on my friends, to the 
Constitution and to the 
Republic for which it 
stands. Miracles do not 
cluster and what has 
happened once in 6,000 
years, may not happen 
again. Hold on to the 
Constitution, for if the 
American Constitution 
should fail, there will be 
anarchy throughout the 
world. - Daniel Webster

It does not require a 
majority to prevail, but 
rather an irate, tireless 
minority keen to set brush 
fires in people's minds. 
- Samuel Adams
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Focus on Iowa 
Wesleyan College

What's New at 
Public Interest 

Institute?

     After completing another 
successful school year and hav-
ing an exciting commencement 
ceremony, the Iowa Wesleyan 
student body has departed for their 
summer break. 
     The featured speaker for the 
May commencement exercises 
was Peggy Whitson.  Peggy is a 
NASA astronaut who has twice 
flown missions in space.  She was 
honored to become the first female 
commander of the International 
Space Station in 2008.
     She is an alumni of Iowa Wes-
leyan College, where she earned 
a double major in chemistry and 
biology. She went on to receive 
her PhD in biochemistry at Rice 
University.  
     Whitson has been on two 
extended missions to space. The 
most recent, the six-month  
assignment as Commander of the 
International Space Station for Ex-
pedition 16. Combining the time 
from both of the two missions, she 
has logged the most days in space 
of any United States astronaut, 
spending a total of 377 days in 
space. 
     She also holds the record for 
the most time spent on spacewalks 
for a woman. She has been on 
six spacewalks in her life and has 
spent a total of 39 hours and 46 
minutes on those walks in space.
     She challenged the students 
to overcome the difficulties they 
will face in their lives and said 
that if an Iowa farmer's daughter 
can command the International 

continued on page 8

     Summer means research 
here at the Public Interest 
Institute. Having made it 
through the contentious Spring 
session of the Iowa Legisla-
ture, we now look toward the 
halls of Congress where major 
debates are taking place on a 
wide range of policy initiatives 
which will have a lasting im-
pact on all of our lives in Iowa.
     Our staff continues to be 
involved with numerous edu-
cational forums and summits 
in our ongoing attempts to stay 
abreast of the current  policy 
developments across the broad 
spectrum of issues of interest 
to our Members and readers.
     We believe an informed 
citizenry is the foundation of 
a healthy democracy and we 
will continue to bring you our 
perspectives of the policy
issues of the day from our free 
market, limited government 
viewpoint. 
     We will continue our efforts 
to bring more transparency to 
the actions of  our government 
at the local, state, and federal 
levels, because ideas matter, 
and policies often have long 
lasting consequences.

Visit our new websites:

www.IowaTransparency.org

and 
www.Iowavotes.org
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Our Founding 
Principles

$200 million to re-sod the Nation-
al Mall ... $650 million for digital 
TV coupons ... $50 million to sub-
sidize more obscene art through 
the NEA ...$400 million to study 
sexually transmitted diseases 
...$83 billion in welfare payments 
masquerading as tax cuts.  This is 
the type of spending that’s sup-
posed to demonstrate the “new 
era of responsibility” President 
Obama promised?  My 7-year-old 
daughter showed more restraint 
when she put together her Christ-
mas list for Santa Claus.  Dem-
ocrats even tried to slip in $550 
million for contraceptives.  Speak-
er Pelosi said this would stimulate 
the economy because “contracep-
tion will reduce costs to the states 
and to the federal government.”  
She explained that “we have to 
deal with the consequences of the 
downturn in our economy.”  The 
pretense that babies are a drain 
on our financial and physical 
resources has always been one of 
the uglier aspects of liberalism.  
People are not the cause of this 
downturn ... people are the answer 
to turning our economy around.  
The creativity of more free minds 
is the only real resource we have 
to make our economy grow. 
	 The Democrats claim this 
parade of pork will create 3.5 
million jobs.  Do the math:  That’s 
about $225,000 per job.  The 
average worker in the private 
sector earns about $40,000.  So to 
pay for one government-created 
job, Democrats tax or borrow an 
amount equal to 5 or 6 private 
sector jobs.  In other words, 3.5 
million public jobs will cost the 

combined earnings of around 20 
million private jobs.  This isn’t 
an economic stimulus, it’s a job 
killer!  
    This phony stimulus hastens 
the steady march toward an ir-
reversible “tipping point” in 
our democracy that threatens to 
radically alter the relationship 
between America’s citizens and 
our government.  This “tipping 
point” has long loomed on our 
horizon in the form of $56 trillion 
in promised entitlement spending 
that we haven’t funded.  That $56 
trillion IOU will require our kids 
to pay double the taxes we face 
- a level of government confisca-
tion that endangers their future 
prosperity.  But the actions taken 
to address the financial crisis 
and recession have dramatically 
accelerated the timetable.  First, 
Washington took Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac into receivership, 
making the federal government 
dominant over the secondary 
mortgage market.  Next came 
the $700 billion rescue for the 
financial sector - a step that may 
have saved the economy from 
short-term collapse, but opened 
the door to unprecedented long-
term government intrusion into 
the private sector.  Already we’ve 
seen the federal arm extended over 
the auto industry, when Wash-
ington provided billions to stave 
off bankruptcy. Now we have the 
$787 billion stimulus that will only 
stimulate more government debt 
and tax increases.  There’s open 
talk about - even by Republicans! 
- about nationalizing banks.   Then 
a “cap and trade” scheme to give 
government control over the en-
ergy industry.  Soon to come will 
be the push by Democrats for gov-
ernment-run health care. Just last 
week, President Obama unveiled 
his new mortgage plan.  If people 
borrowed more than they could 

afford, no problem:  The govern-
ment will reduce your mortgage 
payment and even hand out an 
extra $1,000 every year if you 
pay it this time.  But if you acted 
responsibly, saved your money 
and kept paying your mortgage, 
you’re out of luck:  You’re not 
getting a lower house payment and 
the government will force you to 
sacrifice even more through higher 
taxes to bailout reckless lenders 
and irresponsible borrowers. 
	 What we have here is an 
update of Marx’s famous slo-
gan:  “From each according to his 
ability, to each according to his 
needs.”  Now we have:  “From the 
suckers who followed the rules 
to those who borrowed beyond 
their means.”   Follow this path 
and we’ll transform our entrepre-
neurial capitalist economy into 
European-style socialism:  Where 
the majority of people pay little or 
no taxes but become dependent on 
government benefits.  Where tax 
cuts are impossible because more 
people have a stake in the wel-
fare state than in free enterprise.  
Where the spirit of risk-taking 
is smothered by an all-providing 
government.  In plain language, 
citizens who had governed them-
selves will become mere subjects 
of the state - more concerned 
about security than liberty.  Once 
we reach this “tipping point,” the 
friends of freedom will be reduced 
to near-silence.  Whatever you 
may call that kind of government, 
it will not be democracy. 
	 There is a different future 
open to us - but it will require 
bold leadership and a Republican 
Party re-awakened to conserva-
tive principles.  The Republican 
victories that began in 1980 were 
inspired here at CPAC.  But as 
a conservative, I admit my party 
took success for granted.  The 
Republican Party disregarded its 

continued from page 1
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roots - losing direction, sacrific-
ing principles and failing to offer 
a vision relevant to most Ameri-
cans. Our greatest leaders - from 
Lincoln to Reagan - succeeded 
because they anchored conserva-
tive thinking and policies in the 
founding principles of our na-
tion.  They did so not because of 
mere “history” or “tradition” - but 
because they understood the need 
to revitalize the unchanging truths 
that inspired the birth of America. 
Let those truths inspire us again!  
Let them re-ignite the sparks of 
hope for a new generation of 
Americans who love freedom!  
Without enduring principles we 
get “change” but no direction.  
	 Guided by the founding 
principles we can direct “change” 
toward the ends that have made 
America the envy of the world:  
Individual freedom ... growing 
prosperity ... and equal rights 
secured by constitutional self-
government. America’s Founders 
did not discover ideas no one ever 
heard of.  Their great achieve-
ment was to build a constitution 
of equality and liberty upon a 
foundation of self-evident truths as 
old as the beginning of mankind 
and as new as tomorrow.  What 
are those truths? 
	 First is that the “laws of Na-
ture and of Nature’s God” are the 
only sure touchstone of right and 
wrong ... for individuals as well as 
societies. A second is that all hu-
man beings are created with equal 
natural rights - the rights to live 
... to be free ... to acquire property 
- and other means to fulfill our 
God-given potential for happiness. 
Third, and most important for 
conservatives:  The great purpose 
of government is to secure these 
natural rights:  protecting every 
person’s life, liberty, and freedom 

to pursue happiness is the great 
and only mission of a govern-
ment true to our founding.  When 
government goes beyond that high 
mission - even if the motivation 
is noble - it weakens freedom, 
reduces prosperity, undermines its 
authority, and becomes arrogant 
and intrusive.  
	 These founding principles 
are the most inclusive ideas ever 
embodied in a government.  If all 
people have equal natural rights, 
that is final.  “All means all.” A 
government that expands past this 
mission is not “progressive.”  It 
goes backward - finding excuses 
to privilege some classes at the 
expense of others.   It suffocates 
individual initiative and trans-
forms self-reliance into a vice and 
government dependency into a 
virtue.  It creates an aversion to 
risk, sapping the entrepreneurial 
spirit necessary for growth, innova-
tion and prosperity.  It replaces the 
“laws of Nature and of Nature’s 
God” with a regulatory state that 
believes government is answerable 
to no higher authority.  It abandons 
constitutional limits and expands 
its powers into every aspect of so-
ciety, centralizing control in federal 
bureaucracies that are not account-
able to the people.  This is the point 
we are rapidly approaching. 
	 My friends, we did not reach 
this “tipping point” by accident.  
We got here step by step, under 
Democrats and Republicans.  Now 
we are faced with a crucial 
decision.  We may decide to sur-
render our 233 year experiment in 
self-government as a noble idea 
that collapsed in the age of tech-
nology.  We may turn over our 
government to health bureaucrats, 
industrial policy bureaucrats, 
education bureaucrats, housing 
bureaucrats, energy bureaucrats, 

and family control bureaucrats - a 
road Hayek perfectly described 
as “the road to serfdom.”  Or, we 
may choose the road our Founders 
took - the road of limited govern-
ment, equal God-given rights, and 
expanding opportunity for all.  
This road is politically risky, but 
the potential rewards are bound-
less.  I believe, as a conservative, 
it is the only road that will lead to 
a future worthy of the greatness of 
America. 
	 Some of you are wondering:  
Exactly what role can conserva-
tives play in today’s liberal-domi-
nated political environment?  Let 
me tell you exactly what our role 
must be:  We must tell the Ameri-
can people the truth.  And we 
must offer the American people a 
choice.  Guided by the enduring 
principles of our founding, con-
servatives must break away from 
conventional approaches ... take 
political risks for our beliefs ... 
and engage in real policy entrepre-
neurship to develop ideas that will 
inspire America.  In that spirit, 
I’d like to offer a few thoughts 
on how those truths can be ap-
plied to some challenges we face 
today.  This is not an all-encom-
passing list, nor are these ideas 
handed down on stone tablets.  
Challenge them ... add to them ... 
develop a superior synthesis.  My 
goal is to spark debate among con-
servatives to energize our move-
ment with ideas - just as Kemp 
and Reagan did during the liberal 
Carter era.  
	 First, it is time to restore the 
Constitution’s guarantee of sound 
and stable money.  For the last de-
cade, the Federal Reserve has ma-
nipulated interest rates and vastly 
over-expanded the money supply.  
The wild fluctuations in the value 
of the dollar drove oil prices up 
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ten-fold and generated the housing 
bubble that led to so many disas-
trous consequences. For almost 
40 years, our monetary experts 
have clung to the belief they can 
endlessly tweak the money supply 
to serve finely calibrated political 
purposes - loosening to help hom-
eowners here, tightening to bring 
down gas prices there, trading off 
inflation for unemployment.  
	 Believe it or not, the Founders 
wrestled with this same problem.  
In the Federalist Papers, James 
Madison called “the rage for paper 
money” - meaning government 
inflation of the money supply - a 
“wicked project” equal to govern-
ment cancellation of debts and 
confiscation of property.  That’s 
why the Constitution tied the 
dollar to a standard of stable 
value. For nearly two centuries, 
until 1971, the American govern-
ment guaranteed the dollar’s value 
against a commodity standard.  
To address the world’s growing 
economic and financial problems 
... end uncertainty ... keep interest 
rates down ... increase the confi-
dence entrepreneurs and inves-
tors need to take risks for future 
growth:  It’s time to honor the 
Constitution’s promise of a dollar 
that holds its value for years to 
come. 
	 Second, conservatives need to 
embrace tax reform that replaces 
today’s gargantuan, incentive-
killing IRS code with a simpler 
system to reward saving and 
investment, create jobs and spur 
economic growth. A generation 
ago, the conservative revolution 
was launched with a call to cut 
income taxes across the board.  
The Reagan-Kemp tax cuts kicked 
off one of the longest periods of 
economic growth in history.  They 
inspired every tax cut that fol-

lowed - from the capital gains 
reductions under Bill Clinton 
to the marginal rate cuts under 
George W. Bush.   These dramatic 
tax cuts made federal revenues 
explode.  Liberals scratched their 
heads, but supply-siders knew 
the fundamental economic truth:  
Incentives matter.  
	 President Obama and the 
liberal Democratic majority are 
promising to let tax rates rise 
automatically on small busi-
ness owners, investors, and other 
engines of growth.  During the 
campaign, Mr. Obama said he’d 
support a higher capital gains tax 
- even though he knew it would 
generate less money for the 
Treasury.  That’s not economics.  
That’s ideology.  I doubt Ameri-
cans believe there’s anything fair 
or just about using the tax code to 
confiscate wealth.   The American 
Revolution began with an outcry 
against “taxation without repre-
sentation” - because spreading 
the wealth through confiscatory 
taxes violates everyone’s natural 
rights.  It’s time for conservatives 
to move beyond simply arguing 
for lower tax rates or targeted tax 
cuts.  
	 Today’s tax code is so com-
plex that even the House chairman 
who writes the tax laws and the 
Treasury Secretary who oversees 
the IRS cannot figure out how to 
pay their own taxes.  No wonder 
so many Democrats are against 
tax cuts - they’re not paying their 
taxes.    It’s time to junk the entire 
67,000 pages of our tax code and 
start from scratch.  Conservatives 
should lead a debate over every 
innovative tax proposal we can 
think of:  A flat tax ... a fair tax on 
consumption instead of income ... 
any idea that would scrap today’s 
unfair and incomprehensible 

system should be on the table.  To 
get this debate started, I have pro-
posed to flatten and simplify the 
tax code dramatically.  It’s part of 
my plan called “A Roadmap for 
America’s Future.”  Every tax-
payer can choose:  Either pay in-
come taxes under the current tax 
code.  Or move to a new two-rate 
schedule of 10 and 25 percent 
with most deductions and credits 
eliminated.  If we adopt this plan, 
I’m sure that by next April 15 the 
American people will consign 
our byzantine tax code to the ash 
heap of history.  That’s “change” 
conservatives can believe in.  
	 While we’re at it, we should 
boost the capacity of American 
companies to compete in the 
21st Century global market.  I’ve 
proposed letting businesses im-
mediately write off their expenses 
...eliminating today’s corporate 
income tax and replacing it with 
a simply-audited Business Con-
sumption Tax of 8.5% paid on the 
difference between sales and costs 
... and leveling the playing field 
by ensuring that foreign imports 
are taxed the same way as Ameri-
can products sold in America.  In-
stead of letting Ireland and the 
Caymans be the havens for world 
capital, let’s make it America.  
	 The third challenge conser-
vatives need to tackle is health 
care.  There’s a clear dividing line 
between two approaches.  Liberal 
Democrats believe Big Govern-
ment should make the decisions.  
Conservative Republicans believe 
Americans should be in control 
of their own health care. Liberals 
have been trying to lock Ameri-
cans into socialist health care 
since at least Harry Truman.  But 
Americans never liked bureau-
crats dictating choices.  We don’t 
wait for songs to be played on the 
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radio ... we pull them up on our 
iPods.  We don’t hope a movie 
shows up tomorrow at Blockbuster 
...we download them straight to 
our screen.  We don’t call travel 
agents to tell us when we can fly 
... we book the trip ourselves on 
Expedia or Orbitz. These innova-
tions came from entrepreneurs 
who put the customer in control 
- and that should be our goal in 
health care.  
	 Americans yearn for a health 
care system that puts them in 
charge:  A system where you can 
access your medical records as 
quickly as your bank records ... 
where you can pick your health 
care provider from hundreds of 
competitors based on quality, con-
venience and price - not because 
they’re in the right network. Our 
Constitution gives the federal gov-
ernment no power to run health 
care programs.  And bureaucracies 
cannot deliver services effectively 
because they have no market 
signals to understand what con-
sumers want.  Yet a federal health 
care monopoly remains the Left’s 
fondest dream.  Conservatives 
must stop this dream from becom-
ing America’s nightmare.   But we 
can’t just erect roadblocks ... we 
must offer roadmaps.  The answer 
is a market-based health care plan 
that will make health care more 
affordable, more transparent, more 
portable and universally acces-
sible.  
	 Start by giving individuals 
the same tax benefits for buying 
health care we gave companies 
back in World War II.  Provide 
a refundable tax credit so buy-
ers can purchase coverage in any 
state and keep it no matter where 
they move.  Unleash the power of 
information technology on health 
care - by disposing of antiquated 
pen-and-paper files that result 
in medical errors and duplica-

tive tests.  Allow providers to 
put transparent health care prices 
and data about quality at our 
fingertips.   Through a combina-
tion of tax credits, high risk pools, 
insurance choice, regulatory 
reform and information technol-
ogy we can create a vibrant health 
care marketplace.  My roadmap 
contains a plan that does just that.  
	 While we’re talking health 
care, let me say something that 
touches on the deepest principles 
Americans hold dear: the contro-
versial matter of abortion. The 
Left is pushing for radical new 
laws to require every provider of 
OB/GYN, childbirth and related 
services to perform abortions.  
These laws would also force every 
taxpayer to pay for abortions, 
no matter how abhorrent that is 
for millions of us.  They call it 
FOCA, the Freedom of Choice 
Act - but there is nothing free 
about it, nor is there any choice. 
Our Founders believed that reli-
gious conscience has the highest 
value for a democracy.  Good 
citizens should not be made to 
choose between their conscience 
and the law.  For the United States 
government to force Americans to 
make these choices would betray 
the soul of this nation.  America 
must never ... ever ...pass such a 
law.   
	 The fourth area in dire need of 
conservative reform is the federal 
budget. No responsible person 
can defend the unsustainable 
growth of federal spending.  The 
truth is, Republicans at both ends 
of Pennsylvania Avenue share 
the blame.  The party of limited 
government succumbed to the 
siren songs of government expan-
sion and earmarked giveaways. In 
the process, we squandered the 
opportunity to restore the proper 
balance between federal and state 
governments ... between govern-

ment and the individual - and we 
very likely squandered our major-
ity in Congress as well.  Federal 
spending has exploded because 
Washington is trying to do what 
should be done in our states and 
communities - and not doing it 
effectively.  In order to function, 
our federal government has his-
torically taken about 20 cents on 
every dollar earned in America.  
Now we are pushing above that 
- and without reform, we’ll need 
to extract 40 cents of every dollar 
just to keep government afloat.  
We’re on the path to double taxes 
and the size of government. 
	 Conservatives, we should 
advocate a binding cap on federal 
spending.  By limiting the overall 
budget, we can both rein in the 
cost of individual programs and 
return powers to the states, where 
they belong under our federal 
system.  We should hold total 
federal revenue to around 18 or 19 
percent of GDP for the foresee-
able future.
	 The final area I’d like to 
discuss is regulatory reform.  Ever 
since the sharp declines in global 
stock and financial markets last 
October, liberals have led the 
cry for more regulation.  There’s 
plenty of blame to go around for 
today’s financial crisis.  But one 
prime culprit has gotten almost 
no attention: government itself.  It 
was the Clinton Administration 
that reinterpreted the Community 
Reinvestment Act to force lenders 
to write high-risk mortgages for 
homebuyers with poor credit and 
inadequate income.  It was Con-
gress that enacted a 1992 law they 
called ... get this ... the Federal 
Housing Enterprises Financial 
Safety and Soundness Act.  In 
effect, Congress forced Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac to buy $4.6 
trillion of these high-risk mort-
gages in just the last eight years, 
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making up half their business.  It 
was Congress that put an implied 
government guarantee behind 
these mortgages - a guarantee that 
spurred sales of securitized Fannie 
and Freddie loans and spread this 
toxic waste throughout the world 
financial system.  It was the Fed-
eral Reserve that kept money too 
loose for too long, driving down 
mortgage rates that encouraged 
real estate speculation and enticed 
people to buy homes they couldn’t 
afford.  These laws made the fed-
eral government itself the ultimate 
promoter of predatory lending!
	 The liberal majority in Con-
gress tells us that private sector 
greed and corruption drove this 
crisis - and yes, these vices did 
play their part.  But instead of 
looking in the mirror, liberals 
are pointing their fingers.  Their 
object isn’t just to deflect blame.  
The new White House Chief of 
Staff is on record instructing 
Democrats to “never let a serious 
crisis go to waste” because “it’s 
an opportunity to do things you 
couldn’t do before.”  Translation:  
Democrats want to use this crisis 
to move America toward the sort 
of Europeanized economy that 
runs counter to the freedom and 
entrepreneurial spirit of our peo-
ple:  To usher in an era of greater 
government control and micro-
management of our economy.   
	 It’s an audacious scheme:  
Set off a series of regulatory 
blunders and congressional med-
dling, blame the free market for 
the financial crisis that follows 
- then use this excuse to impose a 
more intrusive state.  Sounds like 
something right out of an Ayn 
Rand novel.  I’d like to invite you 
to envision a far different world...   
a world where instead of ma-
nipulating interest rates, the Fed 
maintains a secure and stable dol-
lar, preventing the rush to cheap 

mortgage money.  Where lenders 
make loans without discrimination 
to credit-worthy borrowers - but 
also without Congressional fiats 
that force them to meet mortgage 
quotas for people without the 
credit or income to afford them.  	
	 We should seek to equalize 
opportunity, not results. But there 
is more to this vision - because 
a properly-functioning market 
does require effective regulation.  
According to Madison himself, 
writing proper regulations for a 
nation of many diverse interests 
is “the principal task of modern 
legislation.”  Conservatives can’t 
be against all regulation ... conser-
vatives are against bad regulation.  
We should support regulations 
that protect private property and 
contracts ... promote trade ... stim-
ulate job and business creation ... 
secure freedom.  There is noth-
ing “free market” about opposing 
rules that punish fraud ... establish 
standard measures ... or provide 
transparency.  Make no mistake:  
A new regulatory regime to gov-
ern our financial markets is com-
ing.  Conservatives must engage 
in this debate - not with knee-jerk 
opposition to every regulation, but 
with a firm understanding of the 
ground rules required to support a 
thriving free enterprise, capitalist 
economy.  
	 I have only touched on a 
few of the vast reforms needed 
for a new conservative vision 
for America.  It’s a huge task.  If 
you want to learn more about my 
ideas, go to AmericanRoadmap.
org.  With CPAC’s leadership, 
I know we will revitalize our 
movement.  Life in the wilderness 
is nothing new to CPAC.  During 
the early days of this yearly event, 
Jack Kemp used to joke that - 
back then - all the free market be-
lievers in Washington could meet 
in a phone booth.  We’ve come a 

long way.  Phone booths are gone 
- but I realize many of you have 
not experienced political life out 
of power.  Many of you are won-
dering:  Is this the right time to be 
a conservative in Washington?  
	 With England threatened 
during the Second World War, 
Winston Churchill told the young 
men at his old school:  “these 
are not dark days, these are great 
days.”  He said they should thank 
God for the chance to make these 
the greatest days in England’s 
history.  After the wreckage of 
last year’s elections, we have the 
opportunity to make these great 
days in conservative history.  Let 
us seize the chance to revive the 
Republican Party and secure our 
country’s freedom!  Achieving 
this great goal will not be easy.  It 
will involve taking political risks.  
But we have the eternal truths of 
a free people - handed down to us 
by our founders - to guide us to 
victory:  The principles of limited 
government whose sole, unchang-
ing mission is to guarantee the nat-
ural rights of all to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness - giving 
citizens the means to fulfill those 
God-given rights through freedom 
and enterprise and individual ini-
tiative, without state interference.  
	 This idea has been America’s 
animating spirit, even before the 
Founders gave voice to those 
magnificent truths in the Declara-
tion of Independence.  That spirit 
was present when John Winthrop 
identified the new world as a shin-
ing city on a hill ...when Lincoln 
spoke 256 words at Gettysburg, 
summoning America to a new 
birth of freedom ... when Lady 
Liberty first framed the Golden 
Door that opened this new world 
to our ancestors ... when Dr. King 
brought the “promissory note” 
to the Lincoln Memorial, calling 
America to fulfill its pledge of 
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equal rights for all ... when Ronald 
Reagan revived Winthrop’s city 
on a hill to empower conservative 
ideas and lift up America out of 
liberal malaise.   I have given you 
a sober message about where we 
are today, but I am optimistic about 
the future.  I have boundless faith 
in the good sense of the American 
people.  Give them the unvarnished 
facts.  Give them the truths.  They 
have never failed in the past.  With 
our country nearing the tipping 
point, our task as conservative 
leaders is to restore the American 
ideal.  Conservatives, it is time to 
begin the job of taking back our 
government, which was made for 
men and women with the passion 
and the courage to stand up for 
freedom. Thank you."  
Congressman Paul Ryan represents 
the 1st Congressional 
District of Wisconsin and is Rank-
ing Member of the House of Repre-
sentatives Budget Committee.

Space Station, it should show 
them that there are no limits on 
their potential accomplishments. 
She gave an inspiring address that 
urged the students to challenge 
their comfort zones and explore 
the paths that are not the easiest 
ones they could follow.  
     The focus of the College now 
shifts to welcoming a new class 
of freshmen to the College in the 
Fall.  Along with the return of 
the Iowa Wesleyan student body, 
comes the return of the Tiger's 
cross country men and women's 
programs after a ten year absence. 
The teams will be coached by 
Anne Dreyer, who is also the 

coach of the men and women's 
track and field teams at Iowa 
Wesleyan. 
     The coming of the Fall also 
ushers in a new season of Iowa 
Wesleyan Tiger football. The team 
is coming off a season that saw 
them reach their best record since 
the 2005 campaign, and they hope 
to build off that progress for even 
more success this season. 
     August is just around the cor-
ner and the picturesque Iowa Wes-
leyan campus, located in Mount 
Pleasant, will soon be alive with 
the excitement of a new freshman 
class joining the returning students 
for the new semester.

Call 800-582-2383 
for more information on
Iowa Wesleyan College. 


