
Iowa’s Privileged Class II — Government Employees in Iowa Education

Iowa government education employees'  wages and salaries are higher than private wages and
salaries.  One useful method for evaluating the annual wages received by education employees
in Iowa is to compare government-sector and private-sector wages, both within the state and on a
national basis.  This comparison can be made through a two-step process.  The first step mea-
sures the government-sector and private-sector average annual wage in each state compared with
the national average in each sector.  The second step compares average annual government-
sector wages to average annual private-sector wages.  Exhibit 1 provides this information for
Iowa and the states with which Iowa most directly competes.  Exhibit 2 provides these compari-
sons for all 50 states and Washington D.C.

In 1994, Iowa government elementary and secondary education employees earned an average of
$22,111, compared with $26,372 nationally.  Thus, the average government elementary and
secondary education employee in Iowa earned about 16 percent less than did the same worker on
a national scale.

The average Iowa government college and university employee earned $36,544 in 1994, while
the average Iowa private college employee earned $23,597.  The average wage for government
college and university employees is 68 percent more than was earned by private-sector employ-
ees.  This 68 percent gap was the largest differential in the nation.  Thus, those who work in
government college and university education in Iowa received more, when compared to the
private-sector, than government college and university educators did in any other state.
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Exhibit 1:  Average Annual Wages in Government and Private Education
Education

Government % of % of Government % of % of  Private % of % of  
College & National Private Elementary National Private  Elementary Government Private Government 

State University Average Sector Secondary Average Sector  & Secondary Elem./Sec. College College  
United States $28,783 100.00 108.64 $26,372 100.00 99.54 $19,268 74.64 $29,829 103.63
Illinois $33,241 115.49 115.11 $28,892 109.56 100.05 $17,720 61.36 $29,710 89.38
Iowa $36,544 126.96 168.49 $22,111 83.84 101.95 N N $23,597 64.57
Minnesota $36,577 127.08 140.54 $27,054 102.59 103.95 $17,341 66.89 $27,611 75.49
Missouri $29,399 102.14 120.12 $24,767 93.91 101.20 $21,116 88.24 $31,693 107.80
Nebraska $29,854 103.72 142.20 $20,893 79.22 99.52 $12,444 61.15 N N
South Dakota $26,235 91.15 141.39 $19,107 72.45 102.97 $18,810 101.42 $18,220 69.45
Wisconsin N N N $29,160 110.57 122.69 $17,691 61.56 $30,437 N

Source: Employment and Wages 1994 (U.S. Department of Labor) N = not available



Exhibit 2:  Average Annual Wages in Government and Private Education
Education

Government % of % of Government % of % of  Private % of % of  
College & National Private Elementary National Private  Elementary Government Private Government

State University Average Sector Secondary Average Sector  & Secondary Elem./Sec. College College  
United States $28,783 100.00 108.64 $26,372 100.00 99.54 $19,268 74.64 $29,829 103.63
Alabama $29,613 102.88 128.91 $21,073 79.91 91.74 $14,938 76.12 $24,971 84.32
Alaska N N N N N N N N N N
Arizona N N N $24,531 93.02 102.49 $18,451 78.26 $22,338 N
Arkansas $26,806 93.13 131.18 $20,726 78.59 101.43 $12,805 62.94 $21,540 80.36
California $36,950 128.37 126.89 $26,756 101.46 91.88 $20,973 77.80 $29,058 78.64
Colorado N N N $24,367 92.40 94.57 $17,830 74.50 $22,287 N
Connecticut $35,046 121.76 104.74 $37,092 140.65 110.85 $25,905 71.38 $39,979 114.08
Delaware N 0.00 0.00 $28,804 109.22 103.85 $21,998 N $22,508 N
Washington  D.C. N N N N N N $24,706 N N N
Florida $21,995 76.42 94.36 $25,784 97.77 110.62 $19,327 76.37 $26,029 118.34
Georgia $27,614 95.94 108.75 $21,195 80.37 83.47 $20,205 98.04 $29,716 107.61
Hawaii N N N N N N $26,564 N $20,254 N
Idaho $24,782 86.10 114.57 $19,539 74.09 90.33 $26,564 142.74 N N
Illinois $33,241 115.49 115.11 $28,892 109.56 100.05 $17,720 61.36 $29,710 89.38
Indiana $28,469 98.91 115.01 $26,195 99.33 105.82 $17,322 67.29 $23,805 83.62
Iowa $36,544 126.96 168.49 $22,111 83.84 101.95 N N $23,597 64.57
Kansas $30,354 105.46 133.03 $21,293 80.74 93.32 $16,832 80.08 N N
Kentucky $27,891 96.90 124.47 $23,060 87.44 102.91 $16,268 71.32 $19,341 69.34
Louisiana $25,030 86.96 107.54 $19,522 74.03 83.87 $14,335 73.46 N N
Maine $24,833 86.28 113.75 $22,265 84.43 101.99 $19,581 88.25 $23,489 94.59
Maryland $32,152 111.70 118.67 $32,992 125.10 121.77 $21,716 66.89 $35,053 109.02
Massachusetts $41,541 144.32 135.22 $30,567 115.91 99.50 $23,205 79.52 $34,115 82.12
Michigan N N N $31,088 117.88 105.95 $17,298 56.87 N N
Minnesota $36,577 127.08 140.54 $27,054 102.59 103.95 $17,341 66.89 $27,611 75.49
Mississippi $26,951 N N $18,096 68.62 90.12 $14,395 83.61 $23,883 88.62
Missouri $29,399 102.14 120.12 $24,767 93.91 101.20 $21,116 88.24 $31,693 107.80
Montana N 0.00 0.00 $22,040 83.57 114.88 $13,262 61.47 $17,959 N
Nebraska $29,854 103.72 142.20 $20,893 79.22 99.52 $12,444 61.15 N N
Nevada $24,057 N N N N N $22,670 N N N
New Hampshire $31,368 108.98 123.93 $26,239 99.50 103.66 $21,457 81.83 N N
New Jersey $37,365 129.82 113.98 $38,215 144.91 116.57 $24,956 68.35 $35,885 96.04
New Mexico $29,638 102.97 139.16 $21,676 82.19 101.77 $19,330 93.53 N N
New York N N N $33,516 127.09 101.10 $20,503 64.13 $30,148 N
North Carolina $26,958 93.66 116.49 $22,210 84.22 95.98 $18,337 85.98 $28,047 104.04
North Dakota $25,142 87.35 130.07 $20,349 77.16 105.28 $19,172 96.51 $24,106 95.88
Ohio $30,186 104.87 116.84 $25,898 98.20 100.24 $15,374 60.86 $27,761 91.97
Oklahoma $18,024 62.62 82.14 $20,707 78.52 94.37 $14,959 75.44 N N
Oregon N 0.00 0.00 $25,532 96.81 106.18 $15,155 60.74 N N
Pennsylvania $36,495 126.79 138.39 $31,196 118.29 118.30 $18,930 61.60 $32,063 87.86
Rhode Island $28,470 98.91 116.48 N N N $20,393 N $29,131 102.32
South Carolina $26,812 93.15 121.44 $22,061 83.65 99.92 $15,154 68.97 $20,593 76.81
South Dakota $26,235 91.15 141.39 $19,107 72.45 102.97 $18,810 101.42 $18,220 69.45
Tennessee $25,811 89.67 108.56 $22,874 86.74 96.21 $19,628 91.03 $26,579 102.98
Texas $22,590 78.48 86.54 $22,851 86.65 87.53 $19,352 85.99 $29,537 130.75
Utah $25,214 87.60 113.02 $20,490 77.70 91.84 $16,092 81.39 N N
Vermont $25,224 87.64 112.05 $23,639 89.64 105.01 $21,072 90.42 $26,476 104.96
Virginia $27,582 95.83 109.55 $24,339 92.29 96.67 $17,411 73.58 $28,189 102.20
Washington $28,033 97.39 109.78 $25,454 96.52 99.68 $18,379 72.62 N N
West Virginia $25,262 87.77 111.21 $24,682 93.59 108.65 $13,366 55.57 N N
Wisconsin N N N $29,160 110.57 122.69 $17,691 61.56 $30,437 N
Wyoming N N N $22,742 86.24 105.51 $17,802 77.83 N N

Source: Employment and Wages 1994 (U.S. Department of Labor) N = not available


